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Collection and Preservation of the 
Materials of War History. 


BY BENJAMIN F. SHAMBAUGH, 
Superintendent, State Historical Society of Iowa. 

The purpose of this bulletin is to 
direct the attention of publie libraries, 
local historieal societies, and _ local 
historians in lowa to an important 
patriotic service which they alone are 
eapable of rendering at this time—the 
patriotic service of collecting and pre- 
serving the materials of the history of 
the present war so far as it touches the 
local community. 

By the local community is meant the 
county, the city, or the town. By 
Joeal historical societies is meant organ- 
izations that are concerned primarily 
with the history of a local community. 
By local historians is meant the men 
and women who are interested in the 
collection, preservation, or 
Iowa, 
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the history of local communities. For 
the objects set forth in this bulletin 
loeal branches of patriotic societies may 
be classed with loeal historical societies, 
and the members of such patriotie or- 
ganizations may be included among the 
local historians—provided such  soci- 
eties and their members are interested 
in loeal history. 

Besides being the most stupendous 
struggle in the history of the world, the 
present war touches every local com- 
munity, every local institution, and 
every individual. The materials which 
relate to this war are correspondingly 
important and widespread. There is a 
real danger, however, that much of this 
valuable historical material will be lost 
to future generations unless a definite, 
and concerted effort is 
made at collection and preservation. 
Indeed, the very abundance of pam- 
phlets, leaflets, pledge cards, reports, 
announcements, posters, orders, procla- 
mations, letters, and sermons makes 
these valuable historical source mate- 
rials seem commonplace and unimpor- 
tant; but the people who will look back 
to this period and the historians who 
will write about the events of these days 
will find nothing commonplace or unim- 
portant in that which reveals the spirit, 
the work, or the purposes of the men 
and women who have sacrificed in this 
great struggle. The patriotic duty of 
the hour is, therefore, the collection and 
preservation of the historical materials 
relating to this war. 

It is true that certain official records 
are being preserved in which will ap- 
pear the names of the men and women 
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in the service of the United States and 
particularly of the 
But 
no 


state governments 
men in the army and navy. 
official records will contain 
mation of many activities that are being 
carried on by voluntary organizations 
and of events that are daily occurring 
in local communities. An adequate his- 
tory of lowa’s part in the war can never 
written wholly from official 
ords; publie archives must be supple- 
mented by data drawn from local com- 
munities. Furthermore, the state gov- 
ernments do not to any considerable ex- 
tent participate in the administration 
of military and naval affairs. Conse- 
quently the official reeords of the army 
and navy will not be available within 
the State of lowa until printed and dis 
tributed by the government at Wash- 
Since this work ean not very 


these 


infor- 


be ree- 


ington. 
well be undertaken for some vears, the 
collection of reliable data coneerning 
fowa’s part in the war becomes an im- 
perative duty if the people of our state 
and local communities are to be sup- 
plied with the desired historieal infor- 
mation. 

The task of collecting and preserving 
the historical materials concerning the 
activities the nation, 
communities organizations, and individ 
uals in this ovreat war is too vast to be 
successfully performed by any one so- 
ciety, institution, or library. Indeed, it 
is too great an undertaking for any one 
society or library to collect and pre- 
the materials within a 
state. In lowa we eannot hope to build 
up any one collection of war history 
materials that will be at all complete: 
there is no organization or library with- 
in the state equal to the task. It 
only through some plan of distributive 
effort that anything like a complete 
record of events can be preserved. 

In Lowa the local community—county, 
city, or town—should be the unit for 
the collection and preservation of war 
history materials. There should be at 
least one such eolleetion every 
county seat. Thus as the details of men 
from the several counties make up the 
National Army and as the bonds sub- 
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scribed for in the various communities 
make up the Liberty Loans, so the local 


collections of historical war materials 
will constitute the of 
from which historians in the future will 
draw mueh of their information 
cerning the greatest war in the history 
of mankind. 


store sources 


con- 


Inlowa the organized agencies which 
are able to earry on this work of collee- 
tion and preservation are the publie 
libraries and the loeal historical soeie- 
ties the publie libraries. 
They have become educational 
forees in the local communities and en- 
JON the support and confidenee of the 


especially 
active 


people of all ages, classes, and ereeds, 
The public library now recognized 
as an important factor in the formation 
of public opinion; and in this erisis it is 
the patriotic duty of every librarian to 
make sure that all the information pos- 
sible is secured for the future use of the 
patrons of this democratic institution, 
Moreover, the local library has unusual 
opportunities for securing such infor- 


is 


mation: it is only necessary to make 
the effort before the materials have 
become searee. 

The eolleections of the materials of 


war history in the various local libra- 
ries will not only contain more informa- 
tion as a whole than any one large in- 
stitution could hope to secure, but the 
materials thus located will 
ble to the largest possible number of 
people. It is evident that such a dis- 
tribution of available source materials 
will be of the utmost importance if 
there is to be in the future a widespread 
understanding of the significance of the 


be accessl- 


war. 
For this patriotie service the public 
library should invite the cooperation of 
local historical local histor- 
ians, the local branches or chapters of 
patriotic societies. The work of collee- 
tion might be organized and earried on 


societies. 


under the personal direction of the 
librarian or a committee with the li- 
brarian as chairman, might be = ap- 


pointed by the library board of trustees 


to coordinate the efforts of the com- 





munity in the gathering of materials. 

The cost of making such collections 
will be almost negligible. Officials in 
charge of the distribution of war pub- 
licity matter will usually cooperate 
eordially with the library if their at- 
tention is enlisted. Local boards, com- 
mittees, societies, and individuals will 
be found ready to contribute to the col- 
lections. Publicity regarding the ef- 
forts to preserve the history of the war 
may be secured through the local 
papers and by personal interviews, Oc- 
casional exhibits of materials already 
collected may be arranged to arouse the 


interest of the community. 


A Record of Local Soldiers. 

Although the Bulletin reprinted in 
the foregoing article has been sent to 
the libraries of the state, it is partially 
reproduced here with the hope of a 
wider reading by librarians and library 
boards thereby securing greater atten 
tion to the subject and definite aetion 
on the part ol libraries. 

Special attention is called to the 
compiling of lists of local soldiers. This 
part of the work will probably be the 
most difficult task suggested, but it is 
one of the most important contributions 
which a library can make in this diree 
tion, 1f not the most important. 

Soldiers going from any loeality are 
scattered thru the many different de 
partments of the army existing today, 
and thru the many regiments and com 
panies in these different departments 
and no record is kept anywhere of the 
soldiers by state or smaller reographic 
divisions. Many soldiers going from 
various communities will be entirely 
lost sight of unless the work of listing 
them is soon undertaken in their own 
communities. 

Lists of the drafted men are now in 
the possession of the exemption boards, 
but in time these boards will cease to 
exist and their records will be scattered, 
and at best it covers only a portion of 
the soldiers going from any community. 

Various patriotie organizations are 
undertaking to collect reeords in a few 


loealities, but even if the organization 
is not temporary in character, it has no 
permanent headquarters for the pres- 
ervation of the records. 


The library is the logical depository 
for such records, and if they are al 
ready being collected by some organl- 
zation so that the work of the library 
in this direction is not necessary, at 
least. there should be eooperation, and 
the library should become the final de- 
pository of all reeords of the kind. 


Where nothing is being done, the 
library should undertake it and in this 
the librarian should have the active as 
sistance of the board. There are few 
librarians who are not already working 
almost to their limit, and to ask them 
to assume without assistance this new 
and arduous task would be unfair, If 
here are no members of the beard who 
could give actual help, an assistant 
should be provided for the librarian 
that she may have time for this work. 
Possibly a college girl at home for the 
summer or several high school girls 
will donate time for desk or routine 
work which will’ release the librarian 
from some of her regular work. And 
this should be eonsidered distinet war 
service on the part of the volunteer 
helpers, 


Book Collection. 


In announcing the book campaign in 
the last issue of the Quarterly the See- 
retary urged the libraries to make a ree- 
ord of which we might be proud. This 
they have done; for reports and re- 
ceipts of books to date show that over 
100,000 books have been given by the 
people of Lowa for the soldiers in train- 
ing camps and overseas. This is a 
splendid record and one of which we 
may well be proud. In addition, the re- 
port of the first drive was not complete 
at the time of the last Quarterly and 
later figures show 24,000 collected in 
that campaign. 

The help given by women’s clubs and 
P. E. O. Chapters has brought many 
books from towns without public h- 
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braries, as well as aided the libraries 
in their collections. 

The books have not yet all been 
shipped; but a list of the number sent 
to the different camps to date follows. 


CY BPD. ccccesccesccccees 31,941 
DED wc cccessesedavcece 9,671 
EE cwshuwaveacdued e ees 7,024 
PT Gawiatiaweeneee sides 5,500 
oS eee 3,450 
Port Des Momes ........es0- . 529 
ER: a's saw 440s oe ee oe 370 
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Iowa Summer Library School. 


Applications received to date of go- 
ing to press of the Quarterly show a 
full school of promising students for 
this year. The list is not yet complete 
and cannot be given in this number. 

A change of instructors and a re- 
arrangement of lectures has _ been 
made necessary, however, by a eall to 
war library work on the part of Miss 
Miriam Carey, announced in the last 
issue as Director for 1918. 

Miss Blanch V. Watts, instructor in 
cataloguing last year, becomes Di- 
rector and will give the lecture on eat- 
aloguing as previously arranged. Miss 
Roberts of the University Library will 
give the lectures on _ elassification. 
Miss Robinson will add other lectures 
on library administration to those 
heretofore given, and will also give 
part of the lectures on book selection 
and order work, and talks on special 
groups of books will be given by dif- 
ferent speakers. 

There will be no grouping of special 
lectures in one week as has sometimes 
been done; but inspiring talks will be 
given from time to time by University 
professors and Iowa librarians, and the 
summer session of 1918 promises to be 
as hepful and profitable as any held 
in the past. 


District Meetings 1918. 


As announced in the last number of 


the Quarterly an inerease in the 
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number of districts, increased the num- 
ber of meetings this year to eight, 
which were held as previously an- 
nouneed. As is usual the weather at 
this season of the year was not the most 
agreeable and the condition of the roads 
made automobile travel impossible. 


Nevertheless, there was an increase 
over 1917 in all totals, the attendance 
being 249, number of libraries repre- 
sented 97, number of librarians in at- 
tendance 140, trustees 55, college and 
school librarians 26, representatives of 
the Library Commission 8, visitors 9. 

The largest attendance was at Des 
Moines in the Central District, which 
was in fact the largest district meeting 
held in recent years, 73 being present. 
The largest number of librarians were 
present at this meeting, and the largest 
number of libraries represented; but a 
larger number of trustees were present 
at Museatine in the Southeast and 
Cherokee in the Northwest, being 9 and 
8 respectively. 

The topics announced for discussion 
were “Books,’’ ‘‘War Work’’ and 
‘‘Publicity with Results;’’ but it was 
evident at each meeting that the Pub- 
licity which had brought results had 
been war work. 

Mrs. Irving C. Johnson, president of 
the Iowa Library Association, was 
present at all of the meetings and her 
words of encouragement and inspira- 
tion added much to the helpfulness of 
the gatherings. 

Miss Robinson was present at all but 
the Mason City meeting, from which 
she was detained by other duties. Her 
message this year was the contribu- 
tion which the libraries might make to 
food conservation, and as a suggestion 
to the librarians in the present potato 
‘ampaign, she displayed at each meet- 
ing, a basket of potatoes and an empty 


flour sack with the words above— 
‘*‘Eat Potatoes: Save the Wheat for 
our Allies.’’ 

The collection of local history ma- 


terial pertaining to the war and the 
compiling of a record of local soldiers 

















was also urged upon the librarians, A 
list of recent books was distributed at 
each meeting, also a list of pro-German 
books which should be withdrawn 
from circulation and a copy of ‘‘Con- 
servation Carrie.’’ Copies of any of 
these may be secured from Miss Robin- 
son. Lack of space prevents a detailed 
account of each meeting being given 
this vear. 





Camp Libraries. 


CAMP LIBRARY 
U. S. CAMP DONIPHAN, OKLA. 
June 3, 1918 
My dear Miss Robinson: 

How much it seems like times in the 
dim past before the world was shaken 
with war, turned up side down and 
even time itself twisted about to have 
a letter from the Library Commission 
of Des Moines. Many times I have 
wanted to write to you and Mr. Brig- 
ham and ask you about the thousand 
and one things of interest to me in 
Iowa, and to tell you of my work here. 
The most of the winter, however, I was 
living in the corner of a garage and 
I had to do all of my writing on a box 
between my knees. There was such an 
enormous amount of correspondence 
and routine that every personal wish 
had to be brushed aside and attention 
given only to important and absolutely 
necessary business. 


This work has constituted the great- 
est opportunity that could possibly 
come to a librarian. It has been hard, 
unrelentingly taxing on one’s strength 
and a severe master, but is has been of 
such tremendous importance that it 
has gripped us with interest and en- 
thusiasm. You may remember that 
even bebore war was declared, I was 
suggesting the advisability of the A. L. 
A. organizing systematical work in 
national guard camps. While you be- 
lieved the importance of this, many ol 
our people did not. It seems to me now 
that even the most visionary of us had 
no conception of the possibilities and 
opportunities of this service. It has 
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demonstrated its use, and now that the 
pioneering is over, the problem is one of 
consolidation and further development. 
You ask for a brief account of the 
work here. The most I can say is that 
I reported the last of September to find 
considerable less than two thonsand 
books on the reservation. ‘These were 
nondescript and in the worst possible 
condition. The demand for books, how- 
ever, was pressing. The most of the 
requests were for recreation and books 
to assist the educational campaign of 
the Y. M. C. A. At that time I found 
no serious request for anything more. 
The camp was dry, hot, filled with dust 
to the heavens, seattered over miles and 
miles and without means of transporta- 
tion. After a first hurried survey of 
the situation made by endless tramping, 
it became evident to me that the situa- 
tion offered infinite possibilities for or- 
ganization. We had no books and poor 
prospects for receiving any for several 
weeks or months. The Rotarians, how- 
ever, at Oklahoma City took up the 
matter quickly and with a whirlwind 
campaign saved the situation. We ran 
a spectacular and highly successful 
campaign in which we secured a car 
load of books and magazines. This can 
be summarized by saying that in less 
than a month we had placed more than 
ten thousand books in the camp. These 
hooks were prepared for circulation by 
the wives of officers and distributed to 
the men through branches in Y. M. C. 
A., K. C., and regimental postoffices. 
Our building plans were held up be- 
cause of the impossibility of getting 
material and it was not until the latter 
part of February that we were able to 
get into our wonderfully fine library. 
During the winter we had to operate 
entirely through branches and stations 
and from a headquarters in one corner 
of a garage which we used as an office, 
library, dining room and sleeping room. 
This erude corner was 10x12, next to 
the Ford and out on a slight prominence 
where every wind had full sweep at us. 
The winter was unusually severe mak- 
ing the situation worse than it might 
have been otherwise. The personal dis- 
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comforts, however, rarely concerned us 
and they are most noticeable now in 
retrospect, more so than they were dur- 
ing the winter. Since the first of Jan- 
uary Mr. Egan who was my manager of 
the book store at Grinnell has been with 
me and his assistance and strength, am- 
bition and ‘tireless energy have carried 
much of the work. 


I earried out my original plan of get- 
ting just as close to the men as possible 
through branches and stations. How- 
ever valuable the central library is, I 
believed and still believe that much 
valuable service can be rendered only 
through having books very close to the 
men. The most of these distributing 
points we had at one time was fifty-six. 
These varied from collections in hospi- 
tal wards to a very complete regimental 
library of fifteen thousand volumes. It 
is difficult work to keep these outside 
collections in shape and they alone 
should have had the entire attention of 
one man. 

We have at present about twenty-six 
thousand books in camp. Ten thousand 
of these are in the central collection, 
some at headquarters for distribution 
after being brought back from branches 
closed, and the remainder are being 
circulated through outside agencies. 


I must not forget to mention that the 
books that were put into service last 
fall have practically all been disearded 
because they were absolutely worn out. 
The wear and tear is very severe. 

You will be interested to know how 
we have carried this work through 
without help any more than we have 
had. Until about a month ago we have 
had fairly regular help detailed. These 
men were mostly privates who were 
incapacitated for work temporarily. 
They did practically all of our work of 
preparation such as pasting the labels 
and writing cards. Up to the present 
time we have made one so called routing 
eard for each book. On this ecard was 
entered merely the author, card and 
accession number. These were written 
hastily in long hand and when dropped 
behind a station guide constituted our 








station record. When were transferred 
from one station to another, we found it 


easier to change cards than to write | 
the lists. .Of course, at the central] }j. 


brary this record has been more com. 


plete, consisting of a complete though : 


simple classification and cards more 
carefully made. 


‘Just a word about the work at 
‘*Central.’’ When the greatest number 
of troops were present we were pushed 
to the absolute limit. From five 
hundered to eight hundred men were 
using the building daily and during the 
opening hours required every bit of our 
attention. It was one of the most in- 
spiring parts of the work we were as- 
sociated with. All the men. were in. 
telligent, decent and appreciative. They 
demanded material on every coneeiy- 
able subject, and for the most part they 
got it. Our military reference work 
developed very quickly and_ staff 
officers made free and splendid use of 
technical books. While | appreciate 
fully the recreational and benevolent 
phase of camp library work, I must 
confess that after getting into the build- 
ing and working with officers and non- 
coms, I have a tendeney to emphasize 
the military value of the library. There 
is absolutely no doubt of the value of 
our collection as a purely military 
training asset, not any more doubt 


about its use as such, so it gives us 
satisfaction to know that while we are — 


noncombatants, at the same time we are 
speeding up the work of outwitting the 
horrible Hun. 


I think we are permitted to be very 
proud of our library, mainly for the 
reason that in spite of unending. and 
unrelenting sand storms, we have kept 
it clean and decent, with books on open 
shelves and hundreds of men come to 
the beautiful room because of its mere 
attractiveness who would not do 80 
otherwise. 


As in all other kinds of professional 


work, however, the main test is service, — 


I believe we have given this to an unus 
ual degree, everything considered, and 


I want to assure the librarians back 
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e that however far they may seem 
from the fighting front of this service, 
their interest is appreciated by the li- 
prarians in charge who feel that the 
test of the profession is at hand and the 
judgment of the service rests upon the 


' administration of the camp librarians. 


Our obligations are very great, but 
everything that God has given us will 
be put into service in order to meet the 
responsibilities. 
Very cordially 
L. L. Diekerson 
Camp Librarian. 





RED CROSS HOUSE. 
BASE HOSPITAL 
CAMP GORDON, GA. 
May 31, 1918. 
My dear Miss Robinson: 

Your kind suggestion that I write a 
few lines about my work finds me at 
a moment when I can respond though 
in very informal fashion, as you will 
see. 

Red Cross House at Base Hospital, 
Camp Gordon has been my field of work 
for two weeks. The building which is 
in the form of a cross, stands on a 
slight rise of ground at the end of the 
street on which the base _ hospital 
borders. It has the distinction of being 
the only building at Camp Gordon 
which is painted and its whiteness 
against the trees which are close by 
makes a pleasing picture especially as 
Camp Gordon is like the hippopotamus 
that the lady had longed to see—it is 
“‘plain.”’ 

Within the building there is one large 
and lofty recreation room, one end of 
which is raised and forms a platform 
for theatricals, movies, ete., at night 
and a sun parlor by day. Opening from 
this room on both sides are small rooms 
used for administrative purposes. 


Around the sides of the recreation 
room there are built-in shelves for the 
circulating library which is to serve the 
sick and convalescent men who are not 
able to get to the camp library. There 
are shelves in this room for about 1500 
books. 





The way we get books for these li- 
braries is to look over the volumes 
which have been blown in by the 
‘‘drive’’ and select the ones that we 
consider the best suited for the men 
who are to read them. There are many 
very desirable books obtained in this 
way and if it were not for the fact 
that there are so many illiterate men 
among the soldiers these donated books 
would be adequate for the recreational 
side of the library. But the fact is I 
crave mightily to have some books of 
the ‘‘Every Boys’ library—Boy scout 
edition’’ or some other first rate boys’ 
books. No objection to Henty, Oliver 
Optic, Trowbridge, Munrose, Stoddard, 
Otis, Barbour, ete., but it is surprising 
how few of these authors were ‘‘given 
away’’ in the recent whirlwind of 
gifts. 

Camp Gordon is such a large place 
and the base hospital part seems so 
interminable to a neweomer that it 
seemed best to’ begin to push the books 
around as soon as we had about five 
hundred on the shelves. This building. 
is not finished nor is it regularly opened 
to the public, so it has no phone, no 
auto service, no orderlies, no baskets— 
not much of anything to serve in book 
distribution. However, in the army 
one learns to make things do and to 
make them go after a fashion. So after 
blundering around with baskets and 
bundles of books for two weeks I found 
today to my satisfaction that I have 
managed to get in touch with most of 
the wards in one way and another. 
Serap books are a great help and this 
hospital has not enough of them at pre- 
sent. We also use postal albums made 
by pasting postals on both sides of a 
folded strip of tough Manilla paper 
the width of a ecard. Magazines, smal! 
books that have good print, pictures 
such as the Mentor, and publications 
like the National Geographic, are also 
very essential. This morning I fixed 
up three baskets—quite pretty baskets 
holding about ten medium sized books— 
four bundles of magazines and serap- 
books, and a bundle of books for a 
‘contagious’ .ward from which the 








books could not be returned. Then I 
proceeded to wait and wait for some 
one to come along and get the books 
across from the house to the wards. 
Ordinarily it is best to take a basket 
around to the bedsides of the men and 
let them choose a book from several. 
That is the way I like to do it best. 
Sometimes it is best to make a list of 
the books and send the whole bunch to 
the ward master to distribute. There 
are many of the soldiers who like to 
read and to whom a book is a great 
comfort. There are others who have 
not acequired the habit and who are 
indifferent to what we have to offer. 

There are a few foreign born men 
in this camp who would be glad to 
read in their own language. I wish 
that I had a few books in Italian just 
at present. And I have met one or two 
Polish soldiers who would be glad of 
books in their own language as they 
cannot read English. 

In addition to the ward visits there 
are a good many books taken out by 
nurses and officers who come here to 
the Red Cross Building when their 
days’ work is over for a little change 
and pleasure. While the purpose of the 
place is especially to supply a change 
of environment for the convalescent 
soldiers, it is also possible for the other 
residents of the camp to enjoy the 
spacious comfort of the building. 

When the service here is thoroughly 
organized the librarian will be looked 
on as one of the house staff and will 
take her full part in entertaining and 
assisting the soldier who may be in the 
building. There are large numbers of 
‘steamer chairs’’ in the room in which 
the men can recline at their ease. 
There will be a trained nurse and 
dietician in residence whose business it 
will be to prepare lunches and neces- 
sary sustenance for those who come 
here to spend the day. The only per- 
sons who will sleep in this house will 
be the matron, the executive head, the 
librarian, and the nurse. The men who 
are not well enough to walk will be 
wheeled here in chairs as the wards will 
be connected with this building. by a 
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covered passage or “runway”’ as _- 
call them. thers 
The librarian will have to be a yep 


satile person, able to tell stories, 


aloud, and perhaps teach the A B Q'%, : 
and she will have to have a patriotie 


spirit which will enable her to h 

every man whatever his condition op 
color. She will have to have the spirit 
of the best nurses who do the mogt 
disagreeable things imaginable for thege 
men no matter who they are and eop. 
sider that they are doing them for 
Uncle Sam’s soldiers. Some of thege 
nurses are the noblest of women, [| 
look at them and listen to them with 
the deepest respect and admiration, 

I believe that this library work jn 
hospitals will prove to be a great relief 
to the administrative part of the hos. 
pital as well as a great source of 
pleasure to the soldiers. We are having 
a great opportunity to do our part to 
win the war and our medium of ger. 
vice is one of the few things which ean 
follow the men everywhere and never 
change in a vital sense. 

1 think of the pleasant weeks which 
I might have spent in Iowa City this 
summer if [I hadn’t been drafted 
and I feel sorry to have lost such a 
privilege. But when I think a little 
longer I rejoice that I am here and I 
hope that my friends in Iowa will not 
forget any of us in the service whether 
we are wearing the khaki or not. 

Sincerely yours. 
, Miriam E. Carey. 

Director, Hospital Library service 

Southern Division. 





Towa Food Conservation program for 
the summer of 1918 which is outlined 
by Mr. Deems as follows: 

Eat the perishables. 

Do. not eat canned goods. 

Double canning and preservin,, opera- 
tions. 

Cut out wheat flour. 

Save beef. 

Conserve sugar. 

“Fully 60,000 Iowa boys are in the 
great army of democracy fighting for 
us or preparing to fight ‘over there.’” 
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Trained Librarians in Iowa Libraries. 
The day has passed when a plea 


‘must be made for special preparation 


for any position of a professional 
character. That the libraries have 
been slower to require this training for 
those entering their service is true. 
With the demand for standardization of 
libraries bringing with it standardiza- 
tion of librarians thru certification, 
will also come a much greater demand 
for professional training. 


Iowa already stands well, both in the 
number of fully trained librarians em- 
ployed in the state and in the number 
of summer school graduates; but there 
are still some libraries which will find 
themselves somewhat embarrassed 
when the question of standardization 
comes up without a demand for better 
preparation on the part of their li- 
brarians than they now require. 

There are at present employed in 
Iowa libraries, ninety-one librarians, 
with full school training, sixteen of 
whom are at the head of public li- 
braries, and nine of college and mis- 
cellaneous libraries. The balance are 


employed as assistants in public, col- 
lege and miscellaneous libraries. 

Ninety graduates of the Iowa Sum- 
mer Library School are at work in Iowa 
libraries, 44 as head librarians, and the 


remainder as assistants. A few other 
librarians have taken summer school 
work in other states; several will at- 
tend this year’s session of the Iowa 
Summer Library School. Some have 
taken years to arrive at a place which 
one or two years of school work would 
have given them. This is not economy 
for either libraries or librarians. 

A list of graduates of the regular 
schools is given below. If space per- 
mits a list of summer school graduates 
serving in Iowa libraries will appear in 
the next number of the Quarterly. 


CARNEGIE LIBRARY SCHOOL. 


Anne E. Lilly, Children’s Librarian, 
Burlington Publie Library. 

Anne L. Mitchell, Children’s Li- 
brarian, Ft. Dodge Publie Library. 
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Mary Oxley, Children’s Librarian, 
Cedar Rapids Publie Library. 

Mary D. Rains, Children’s Librarian, 
Mason City Publie Library. 

Grace Shellenberger, Supervising Li- 
brarian, State Institutions, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

DREXEL INSTITUTE. 

Grace D. Rose, Librarian, Davenport 
Publie Library. 

Gretta Smith, Assistant Bulletin Edi- 
tor, State College of Agriculture, Ames. 

Ora I. Smith, Assistant, Grinnell Col- 
lege. 

Miriam B. Wharton, Librarian, Bur- 
lington Public Library. 

NEW YORK CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

Mrs. Cora P. Millard, Assistant. 
Burlington Publie Library. 

Forrest B. Spaulding, 
Des Moines Publie Library. 

NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. 

Ruth Charlton, Assistant, 
Teachers College, Cedar Falls. 

Blanche Hawkes, Librarian, Penn 
College, Oskaloosa. 

Rachel Ogle, Assistant, State Teach- 
ers College, Cedar Falls. 

Helen Proudfoot, Children’s Libra- 
rian Des Moines Public Library. 

Ethel Shields, Assistant, State Teach- 
ers College, Cedar Falls. 

Rae Stockham, J.ibrarian, 
University, Des Moines. 

Anna M. Tarr, Librarian, Clinton 
Publie Library. 

Blanch V. Watts, Director, Iowa Sum- 
mer Library School (Home Address 
Spencer. ) 

Amy Winslow, Assistant, State Col- 
lege of Agriculture, Ames. 

PRATT INSTITUTE. 

Ruth E. Browne, Librarian, Knox- 
ville Publie Library. 

Florence Dewey, Assistant, Waterloo 
Publie Library. 

Vera M. Dixon, Assistant Librarian, 
State College of Agriculture, Ames. 

Helen E. Heezen, Assistant, Burling- 
ton Publie Library. 

Elizabeth King, Librarian, Newton 
Publie Library. 

Mildred Maynard, Children’s Libra- 
rian, Waterloo Publie Library. 


Librarian, 


State 


Drake 








Lillias P. Nichols, Assistant, Mason 
City Publie Library. 

Gladys Rush, Assistant, State College 
of Agriculture, Ames. 

Harriet E. Sessions, Librarian, Dav- 
enport High School. 

Almira R. Wilcox, Librarian, Car- 
negie-Stout Library, Dubuque. 

SAINT LOUIS PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

Katherine B. Harrison, Children’s 
Librarian, Council Bluffs. 

Alice K. Hatch, Children’s Librarian 


Clinton. 
SIMMONS COLLEGE. 


Deane Blackshire, Assistant, Burling- 
ton Publie Library. 

Lora E. Bolton, Assistant, 
Teachers College, Cedar Falls. 

May Clark, Assistant, Carnegie- 
Stout Library, Dubuque. 

Rowena A. Edwards, Assistant, State 
Teachers College, Cedar Falls. 

Ruth L. French, Assistant 
College of Agriculture, Ames. 

Dorothy C. Nunn, Assistant, Cedar 
Rapids Publie Library. 

Joice Searf, Assistant, State College 
of Agriculture, Ames. 

WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY. 

Hazel C. Clark, Organizer Iowa 
Library Commission, Des Moines. 

Isabelle Clark, Acting Librarian, 
Grinnell College. 

Alice W. Curtis, Assistant, Daven- 
port Publie Library. 

Rachel Forbush, Oska- 
loosa Publie Library. 

Cora Hendee, Assistant, 
Bluffs Publie Library. 

Mary E. Kingsbury, Librarian, Hamp- 
ton Publie Library. 

Jane I. Kuhns, Librarian, Stewart 
Library, Grinnell. 

Cornelia Plaister, 
City Publie Library. 

Jane E. Roberts, Librarian, State 
University of Iowa, Iowa City. 

Lorena Scott, Assistant, 
Bluffs Publie Library. 

Ellen G. Stocker, Librarian, P. M. 
Musser Library, Muscatine. 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS. 
Clara Abernathy, Assistant, Grinnell 


College Library. 


State 


State 


Librarian, 


Couneil 


Assistant Sioux 


Counci! 
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Jessie A. Arms, Assistant, State Unj. 
Ng od of Iowa, Iowa City. 4 
rs. Bertha S. Baird, Librarj 
— City Public Library. = 
one Armstrong, Librarian, Coyne} 
Bluffs Publie Library. _ 
Jessie E. Bishop, Assistant, ¢ 
— Publie Library. a 
elle Caldwell, Librarian, Cha 
. . . d ? r 
City Publie Library. . 
' Reba Davis, Librarian, State Travel. 
ng, Library, Des Moines. ; 
va L. Fitch, Assistant, State Uni 
sity of Iowa, Iowa City. hice, 
Sarah H. Griffiths, Assistant 
Moines Publie Library. Be 
. Joanna Hagey, Librarian, C 
. . . 7? ? e 
~— Publie Library. “ 
argaret Henley, Assistant, Coe 
lege, Cedar Rapids. % 
Mayme L. Hurd, Assistant, U 
Iowa University, Fayette. ii 
Mary E. Marks, Reference Librarian © 
. cd m ? 4 ari 
State Traveling Library, Des Moines 
mS aroline Orvis, Assistant, Mason 
City Publie Library. 
Norma L. Peck, Children’s Librarian, 
nie Publie Library. 
etty N. Pritchett, Assistant, St 
College Agriculture, Ames. a 
; Ruth _MeCaughtry, Assistant, State 
oe of Iowa, Iowa City. 
‘Lueile Ralston, Librarian, (| 
Publie Library. ii. 
Blanche Robertson, Librarian, Simp. 
son College, Indianola. 
_Nina Shaffer, Assistant, State Univer. 
sity of Iowa, Iowa City. 
Lavinia Steele Assistant St i 
, ASS] , stat - 
brary, Des Moines. “7 
Grace Wormer, Assistant, State Uni- 
versity of Iowa, Iowa City. 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN. 


Eleanor Faweett, Assistant, Cedar 
Rapids Public Library. 
Winnie V. Foster, Assistant. Si 
City Publie Library. a 
Esther A. Hedenburgh i 
* 1 , gh, Assistant 
Sioux City Public Library. 
Harriet L. Kidder, Assistant, State 
Teachers College, Cedar Falls. 
Mary B. Lee, Assistant, 


Carnegie- 
Stout Library, Dubuque. ch 








via Lutkemeyer, Children’s Li- 

ean Sioux City Public Library. 

Sue Osmotherly, Assistant, Sioux 
City Public Library. 

Florence Price, Assistant, State Li- 
prary, Des Moines. 

Julia A. Robinson, Secretary, lowa 
Library Commission, Des Moines. 





War Activities in Iowa Libraries. 


In addition to the help given in the 
eollection of books for the soldiers and 
the keeping of a record of local soldiers 
mentioned elsewhere in this issue, many 
of the lowa Libraries are giving active 
aid in other lines of war work. 


Among these are the donation of 
library rooms for Red Cross work, aid 
in food conservation, both in the dis- 
tribution of information and a 
the sale of thrift stamps, the making 0 
serap books for the hospitals, and the 
help in war garden work thru the “ 
tribution of seeds and the providing 0 
helpful books and pamphlets. A de- 
tailed account of all this work can not 
be given, but a few items may be of 


* interest. 


Red Cross—The Cedar Rapids library 
has been added to the number of libra- 
ries giving the free use of rooms for 
Red Cross work, the entire second 
story formerly used for club and art 
rooms now being given up wholly to 
Red Cross uses. 


Food Conservation—So much has 
been done along this line by the libra- 
ries that it is difficult to select incidents 
for mention. 


The U. S. Food Administration 
posters have been displayed in all the 
libraries. The Commission loan col- 
lection has been on exhibition in 
several, and is scheduled for others. 
Home made poster contests have been 
successfully carried out at Cedar 
Rapids, Oelwein, Ottumwa, Washing- 
ton, and probably other places; and 
pamphlets and recipes have been dis- 
tributed and exhibitions held. Of 
especial value have been the talks and 


conferences held by the county demon- 
stration agents in the library. Every 
county in the state will have a home 
demonstration agent during the sum- 
mer and librarians are urged to cooper- — 
ate with her in every way possible. The 
potato campaign has received especial 
attention in the past month; the 
potato fairy tale. “The Crowning of 
the Little Brown Prince’’ and the dia- 
logue, ‘‘the Patriotic Potato’’ have been 
used in the story hour in many libraries, 


Send to the Commission office for 
copies. ' 


During the Cooking School at the 
Auditorium in Des Moines in April, a 
library booth was used for a 
display of books on cookery, war 
time economy, war gardens and 
similar subjects. The sign above 
the booth read ‘‘A War Time Cooking 
School that is always open—your Pub- 
lie Library.”’ 


At Oskaloosa, A Food Show was 
held on April 27th with an exhibition of 
cooked food, a talk by Miss Barnett of 
Ames on Practical Patriotism for 


Housewives, an award of prizes by the 
Superintendent of schools in the form 
of Thrift Stamps given by the Commer- 
cial Club for essays on Food Saving, 
and a children’s hour using the potato 
fairy tale and the potato dialogue. 


Thrift Stamps—Good work has al- 
ready been done in the sale of Thvift 
Stamps at Webster City, . Sheldon, 
Storm Lake, Sioux City and other 
places. At Sioux City a clever scheme 
for stimulating the interest is used. 
Maps are displayed in the children’s 
soom .and branches with sixteen trenches 
indicated by black lines leading to 
Berlin. After a child buys a Thrift 
Stamp his little white flag advances up 
the trenches. His first Baby Bond puts 
him in Berlin and then he starts over 
again with a red strip on his flag. As 
he continues to buy bonds, his flag 
gradually becomes the American flag 
by the addition of red strips and blue 
stars. Other libraries are also trying this 
plan with success. 








The sale of stamps, however, has been 
so thoroughly done by the schools in 
most places that there has been little 
necessity for libraries to take it up and 
few have done so but with the closing 
of the schcols, the jibraries should 
feel that here is a work for them. A 
letter has recently been addressed to the 
libraries by Mrs. Johnson, president of 
the Iowa Library Association, and a 
member of the War Saving Stamp 
Board in Iowa, urging that attention 
be given by the librarians during the 
summer to the sale of stamps especially 
to the children. 


Scrap Books—A few libraries have 
sent serap books to the Commission and 
these have gone to Camp Dodge. Prob- 
ably others have been sent by other 
libraries to other camps. 





A Visit to the Story Hour in the 
Waterloo School. 


If you could be a little mouse and 
creep into my pocket and go a-visiting 
with me I’d give youa good time. That 
is if you love children, otherwise you 
needn’t come. 

We'll go to the Hawthorne first— 
not because that’s the best school—but 
because it’s the largest. These story 
hours are for the seventh and eighth 
grades and at Hawthorne there are one 
hundred and sixty-five pupils in the 
auditorium. It is Wednesday morning 
at nine o’clock. We go in a few minutes 
early and sit in the front seat while, 
the children arrive take their places 
and the roll is called. Then one of the 
teachers announces that ‘‘Miss May- 
nard from the library is with us this 
morning.’’ There is a clapping of 
hands, for who doesn’t love a story? 
One day the story was about one 
of Myra Kelly’s ‘‘Little Citizens’ and 
the humor, the pathos, the charm of it 
won all hearts. For many days there- 
after, the children asked for more 
stories of that sort at the library. 
Immigrant life in America seemed to 
open up a new world of interest to 
them. 


The next Wednesday the story wag _ 
a short sketch of the life of Edwarg 
Alfred Steiner, with a chapter from 


his book. ‘‘Against the Current,” 
Everyone was much interested in his 
boyhood life in Hungary and the tales 
that a returning countryman told of 
life in America and his fortunes ag g 
soldier in our Civil War and of hig 
worship of Abraham Lincoln. 

The third Wednesday was full of fun, 
We enjoyed together the immortal ad. 
ventures of Tom Sawyer ; how he played 
hookey and went a-swimmin’, how he 
whitewashed the fence and finally hig 
fight, as Robin Hood, with Joe Harper 
as Guy of Gisbourne. 

The fourth story at this sample 
school was ‘‘The fight’? from Tom 
Brown. Before the reading began we 
discussed the difference between publig 
schools in England and America, ex- 
plained the fag system, the Greek and 
Latin taken in such big doses, and other 
things that are not often understood or 
appreciated by boys and girls of Ameri- 
ca. 

We sketched Tom’s childhood, his 
training in the angler’s art by delight- 
ful old Benjy, the village fairs they 
visited together. On one of these oe- 
easions Tom learned a famous throw 
that he remembered in latter years and 


which proved a good ally. Then we - 


talked of Tom’s friends, East, Arthur, 
and Martin, the madman, as he was 
called. 


After such a preface, the fight itself 
was heartily enjoyed. The children 
were tense with excitement and delight 
and when it was all over the applause 
was so loud and long that it was hard 
to make the announcement that there 
were many copies of ‘‘Tom Brown” in 
the library to be borrowed. 

Such is the work started in the 
Waterloo Schools February first. Ten 
schools are visited during the month 
and teachers and pupils are very enthu- 
siastic about the scheme. 

The stories are correlated with the 
lessons in history, geography and lan- 
guage. For example, the first two story 
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io hours cited above were about immi- 


ts in the United States and also in 


“their native lands, connected with the 


raphy lesson; the last two stories 
were used for the language lesson. 

The most popular subject for seventh 
and eighth grade children seems to be 
history, so the stories have ranged from 
the exploration and discovery of Amer- 
ica down to the Civil War. Seven out of 
ten schools want historical stories. 

Bible stories for the language lesson 
have been as popular as anything, The 
children sitting spell-bound to tales of 
Joseph and his brethren, Elijah and 
the prophets of Baal, Shadrack, Me- 
shack and Abednego in the burning 
fiery furnace. 

The work has been so much worth 
while for schools and library that we 
hope next winter to carry it on not 
only for the seventh and eighth grades 
put also for the fifth and sixth. 


Mildred Maynard , Children’s 
Librarian, Waterloo Public Library 





Little cubes of sugar, 
Little grains of wheat— 
Save them with the bacon 
And other kinds of meat. 


Ill-fed fighters weaken, 

Ill-fed nations yield; 

It’s up to us to keep our Allies 
Strong to take the field. 


Every dinner table 

Wherever people eat 

Will help decide the verdict— 
Victory of defeat. 


—News Bulletin Oregon Food 
Administration. 





Important. 


Libraries are requested to send no 
more books to Camp Dodge. Write to 
Miss Robinson, Library Commission for 
shipping instructions. Do not send any 
magazines to Camp Dodge or the Com- 
mission without first consulting Miss 
Robinson. 





| Library News of the State | | 








Alta—The annual May Fete for the 
benefit of the library was held in the 
City Park during May. 

Ames—Public Library—The main 
rooms of the city library were closed 
during the redecoration of the first 
floor, and no books were issued; but a 
small room in the basement was fitted 
up for reference and reading purposes. 

Ames—State College—Miss Vera Dix- 
on, Acting Librarian, is spending a few 
weeks at the American Library Asso- 
ciation War Service Office in Washing- 
ton, in giving assistance in the selection 
of technical books for the cantonment 
libraries. Notice comes of the mar- 
riage of Miss Corine Aldrich, assistant 
in the college library, to Mr. George 
Hamilton Montier. Mrs. Montier will 
continue her work in the library as Mr. 
Montier will at once enter the army. 

Anita—Prizes in the form of library 
tickets were given in a recent contest 
held by the library board. When the 
use of library books and magazines is 
needed for finding the answers, such 
contests become both educational and a 
good publicity method. 


Bedford—Miss Zoe Ross has been se- 
lected to fill the position of librarian in 
the Public Library. She will take the 
course in library training at the summer 
school at lowa City before taking up 
her work. 

Britt—The new Carnegie building 
was opened with dedicatory exercises 
on the evening of June 20th. The for 
mal program was held in the Methodist 
“hureh. The musical numbers included 
selections by an orchestra, a saxophone 
quartet and a vocal solo. A short ad- 
dress was given by Mayor H. C. Meyer 
and Miss Robinson, Secretary of the 
Library Commission, spoke of -: the 
‘*Value of a Library to the Commun- 
ity.”” The principal address of the 
evening was given by Hon James 
Blythe, of Mason City, who told of 
libraries and books which had made the 
largest impression on his life. He 
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closed with an exhortation to place on 
the shelves of the new library only such 
books as would help in character build- 
ing, the promotion of citizenship and 
patriotism. 

The opening of the new building is 
also the opening of.a library in Britt, 
consequently the book collection is not 
yet large nor the town educated to its 
use but there are large opportunities for 
growth. Mr. C. W. Erwin is president 
of the board and Miss Agnes Carton 
secretary. Much credit is due to Mr. 
Frank Senneff who was president of the 
board during the early days of the proj- 
ect. Mrs. A. J. Lilly is librarian. The 
library was organized by Miss C. 
Arabella Wood for the Commission. 

Carroll—During April a display of 
garden books and posters was made in 
one of the store windows. 


Clarion—<Arrangements have been 
made by the library board for the im- 
provement of the library grounds in the 
planting of plants and ‘shrubbery. 


Cedar Rapids—aA guessing contest is 
being held in the children’s room each 
week, Sayings of noted men, Flags of 
the different nations and other educa- 
tional subjects being used. 


Cedar Rapids—Coe College—Miss 
Kate Kepler of the Library School of 
the University of Illinois will be assist- 
ant for the coming college year. 


Clear Lake—The dedication exercises 
of the new Carnegie building were held 
on Friday afternoon, June 7th, at the 
Congregational Church, After a piano 
solo and invoeation, Hon. Ira Jones, a 
member of the library board gave a 
‘‘History of Library Work in Clear 
Lake.’’ A vocal solo was then rendered 
by Mrs. George Etzel and Miss Robin- 
son, Secretary of the Iowa Library 
Commission, brought greetings from the 
other libraries of the state and spoke 
briefly on ‘‘Library work under war 
conditions.’ The formal address of the 
occasion was given by Hon. T. P. 
Harrington, a member of the library 
board at Algona. 


The program was concluded on the _ 
library steps by the presentation of q Z 
large American flag by the Women’s 2 
Relief Corps and the raising of the flag — 
over the library building, closing with © 
the Star Spangled Banner. 

The building which is of mat brick 
cost $1,000 and is very attractive in — 
design and appearance. Mrs. A, A 
Smith. is president of the board Mrs, 
H. E. Palmeter, secretary and Migs 
Pearl Me Dowell, librarian. 


Council Bluffs—A story telling con. 
test in the children’s room closed the 
winter’s story hour. The children were 
divided into two groups, primary and 
advanced, and in March any member of 
the class who wished to do so was per- 
mitted to retell the story that im. 
pressed him most. Three from each 
group were then chosen to enter the 
final contest and the winners were 
awarded pins. Miss Armstrong has 
asked that some one present the library 
with a loving cup on which the names 
of the winners for each year may be 
inseribed. 

Miss Helen B. Lewis who has served 
the library very acceptably as an as- 
sistant for the past year has accepted 
a position in the Cleveland Publie 
Library. Miss Lorena Scott of the 1918 
class of Western Reserve University 
Library School has been appointed to 
fill the vaecaney. 


Des Moines—Board of Control— 
Miss Grace Shellenberger, Supervising 
Librarian of the State Institutions of 
Iowa, has been granted a leave of ab- 
sence to organize the new base hospital 
library at Fort Des Moines. 


Des Moines—Historical Department 
—Miss Ida Huntington, assistant in 
this department, has resigned her 
position after eight years of acceptable 
service and will remove to California 
with her mother and sister. 


Des Moines—Library Commission— 


Miss Reba Davis, Librarian of the 
Traveling Library has been granted @ 








; three months’ leave of absence to do 
eamp library work at El Paso, Texas. 


Des Moines---Public Library---The ex- 
hibit at the Publie Library for April of 
the Des Moines Association of Art con- 
sisted of the work of the Taos colony 
of Artists in New Mexico. 

A Highland branch of the Publie Li- 
brary was opened in March and in May 
a branch in the Washington School in 
South Des Moines. The Highland Park 
Branch is in charge of Miss Maude 
Graham. 

The week beginning with May 27th 
was observed as ‘‘Bargain Week’’ at 
the library and all books on which fines 
were due or which had been taken with- 
out cards might be returned without 
charge and ‘‘no questions asked.” 

Cupid has again invaded the ranks of 
the Public Library staff with the re- 
sult that on May 8th Miss Faye Benson 
of the catalogue department became 
- Mrs. Floyd Titler. 

Miss Gladys Stewart of the referene: 
department has resigned her position 
to accept one with the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation bureau in Cheyenne, Wyom- 


ing. 

The Des Moines Women’s Club will 
perpetuate the memory of Mrs. Albert 
B. Cummings by the contribution of a 
choice collection of books to be installed 
in a special room in the Publie Library 
and to be added to from year to year. 


Des Moines—State Library—Miss 
Louise Conrad, an apprentice in the 
State Library, has gone to Washington, 
D. C., to take a place in the war records 
department of the Ordnance Division. 


Dubuque—A Hobby exhibition con- 
ducted by the Senior girls of the High 
School was held in the Art room of the 
library during April. 

A deposit station of the Carnegie- 
Stout Library has been established in a 
drug store in the north end of the city. 
The station will be open on Wednesday 
afternoon and Saturday evening. 

_ Miss May Clark, reference 'ibrarian, 
is engaged in organizing and classify- 
ing the library of St. Joseph College. 


Eldon—The interior of the library 
has recently been redecorated, making 
a very pleasing improvement. 


Ft.. Madison—A silk flag has been 
hung in the lobby of the Cattermole 
Library by the local chapter of the D. 
A. R. The flag was the work, at ninety 
years of age, of Mrs. W. B. Aldrich, 
great granddaughter of Betsey Ross, 
maker of the first American flag of the 
present design. It will be encased in a 
glass frame for preservation. 


Grinnell—Mr. Joel Stewart whose 
gift made possible the public library 
building which bears his name, passed 
away on April 28 atthe age of 80 years. 
Mr. Stewart not only paid the original 
cost of the building, but hes always 
maintained a substantial interest in its 
upkeep and improvement. A few weeks 
ago a portrait of Mr. Stewart by J. N. 
Parks was placed on the walls of the 
Stewart Library. 


Iowa City—The characters appearing 
in the ‘‘Little Cousin Series’’ was 
made the subject of a contest in the 
children’s room at the library during 
May. The names of the children send- 
ing in correct answers were published 
in the city papers and posted on the 
bulletin board in the children’s room. 


Indianola—Miss Helena Le Fevre 
has resigned the position of librarian 


‘of the city library, which she has held 


for the past three years, to accept one 
with the government at Washington, 
D. C. Miss Mary McCoy, who has as- 
sisted at the library for the past year, 
is temporarily in charge, with Miss 
Alice Axtell, assistant. 

The ladies of the Child Welfare Cir- 


‘ele have announced that the papers 
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read at their meetings are filed in the 
library for the use of library patrons. 

Marengo—The resignation of Miss 
Nellie Burmeister as librarian has been 
accepted by the board, and Miss Sarah 
Van Boskirk Carr selected to the posi- 
tion. 


Mason City—The library will con- 
duct a School Reading Contest this 








summer. Lists will be distributed in 
each school before the close of the 
term. The pupil mho reads (12) books 
in his or her list contributes a credit 
to his or her school. The credits will 
be totaled by grades and schools. 
The school which furnishes the highest 
proportion of readers during the sum- 
mer will be awarded a banner. Each 
boy or girl who reads the designated 
number of books will receive a library 
diploma. 

Montezuma—tThe plans for the new 
library building have been: approved 
by the Carnegie Corporation and the 
contract will soon be let for its erec- 
tion. 

Mt. Ayr—The library has recently 
received a donation of one hundred 
sixty books from Mr. Roy W. Sullivan 
in honor of his mother, Mrs. Neva Sul- 
livan, a resident and teacher in Mt. Ayr 
for many years. The books cover a 
wide range of subjects and Mr. Sulli- 
van expects to add to the collection 
from time to time. 

Mt. Pleasant—aA beautiful collection 
of butterflies, made by Miss Anna Van 
Brussel during the last year of her col- 
lege course, has been on exhibition in 
the publie library. 


Oskaloosa—A scrap book list of re- 
cent war books, with one page devoted 
to each book, with reviews accompany- 
ing, are kept on the loan desk and dis- 
play tables of the library, thus assist- 
ing borrowers in their selecting books. 


Pella—Central College—The library, 
which has occupied temporary quarters 
in Central Hall since the fire more than 
a year ago, has now been moved to its 
new rooms in the rebuilt structure. 
These rooms give by far the best li- 
brary facilities which the library has 
ever had, consisting of a main library 
room, well lighted by many windows 
by day and by indirect system of elec- 
trie lighting by night. Leading from 
this room are smaller rooms for spe- 
cial purposes. 

Perry—aA flag pole has been erected 
on the library grounds by the City 
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Council and a flag given by the Com.) 
mercial Bureau. On special occasioy 
the flag will be illumined by flood light.” 
ing. 

Sioux City—Owing to the scoala 
increasing patronage, it has beco 
necessary for the Smith’s Villa brane 
of the public library to move into” 
larger quarters. 


Waterloo—Miss Brace, librarian ot 
the public library, has been granted a © 
three months’ leave of absence, and 
will organize the base hospital library 
at Camp Dodge. 

The engagement of Miss Florenee © 
Dewey, in charge of the circulation de-~ 
partment, and Mr. Frank Leslie Novak * 
is announced, the wedding to take — 
place in the early autumn. 

Miss Ethel Royce, a graduate of the 
Wisconsin Library School, has been ap- 
pointed as head of the catalogue de- | 
partment to begin work July Ist. This” La 
position has been vacant for a year. 


Woodbine—Miss Maude Van Seoy, 
librarian of the city library for a num. ~ 
ber of years, has resigned her position ~ 
to give her entire time to the busine; 
position where she has previously been ~ 
employed mornings. No successor hag” 
as yet been appointed. a3 
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Dorothy Kautz. 


Miss Dorothy Kautz, Secretary to 
Dr. Kepford, State Director of th 
American Red Cross, died on Apr 
10th at the City hospital where 
had gone that she might save her little” 
nephew from the danger of contagi@ 
when it was discovered that she 
suffering from scarlet fever. Her 
ness had not been considered criti¢ 
and her death came as a shock tol 

many friends in Des Moines. 

Miss Kautz was a graduate of # 
Wisconsin Library School and came 
Des Moines as assistant cataloguer | 
the Des Moines Public Library. ‘ 
she served as librarian of High 
Park College and Secretary to 
President. 
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